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; From the Masonic Register. 
CHRISTIAN MASON. 


NO. X. 
¥Y COMPANION SAMUEL WOODWORTH. 


The fonrth degree of masonry, 
talled the Mark Bice, throws a 
yew and wonderful light on the 
bree former degrees. The en- 
ightened mason, now perceives, 
for the first time, the true nature 
and character of the Being, whom 
it is his highest duty to love and 
worship. The two great lumina- 
ries, mentioned in the Mosaicai 
account of the fourth day of crea- 
tion, are now lighted up in his 
ill and understanding, by the 
light of which he sees clearly that 
Jesus Cunist is anointed king over 
israel ; that he is “ God over all, 
blessed forever ;” 
sceptre of righteousness is the 
scepter of his kingdom.” The 
tandidate is now made to feel and 
tonfess, that “this is the stone 
which the Jewish builders rejected, 
but which has now become the 
head of the corner.” Filled with 
reverence and humility, he falls 

rostrate at the altar, and renews 
Pie covenant of obedience and fidel- 
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. And Hiram, king of Tyre, sent 
his servants unto Solomon, for he 
had heard that they had anointed 
um king, in the room of his FATHER, 


Dayid.” And the servants of Hi- 
yam co-operated with the servants 
of Solomon, in preparing timber 


and that he | 








gad stones to build the-temple at 


Jerusalem. “ And Solomon’s ouild« 
ers and Hiram’s builders did hew 
them, and the stone-squarers ; s@ 
they prepared timber and stones te 
build the house.” 

By this instructive lesson, the 
delighted mason is taught that the | 
human mind consists of two parts, 
the will and the understanding > ~ 
the former being the seat of the 
affections, and the latter of the 
thoughts. He is informed, farther, 
that the affections of the will form 
a kingdom by themselves, termed, 
in masonie language, Israel and 
Jerusalem ; while the thoughts, 
truths, and knowledges of the uz- 
derstanding, form another. kipgdom, 
called Tyre. When the under- 
standing is stored and enriched 
with spiritual truths from the word 
of God, such truths are called “the 
merchandise of Tyre, which shall 
be Holiness to the Lord.” The 
great end of masonry is to produce 
regeneration; that is, to purify 
the will, and make it a fit “tems 
pie for the living God.” To ef- 
fect this end, the understanding 
must ¢o-operate with all its pow. 
ers and faculties. The builders of 
Hywram must labour with the bailders 
of Solomon ; and the stone and tha 
timber must be sent up to Jerusalem. 
In other words, the spiritual truths 
of the understanding, must be ele- 
vated into the will, : 

When Hiram hears that the Soa 
of David is annointed king at Jeru 
salem, he rejoices, and prepares tq 
co-operate with him in the greag 


work he has projected, Or, gs 
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, more thar au ixfenite good, and, cone 


the erli¢htened mason understands 
these words, when the affections 
of the wll are directed to the 
Lord Jesus Curist, as their king 


and their God, then the understana- - 


éng voluntarily yields ail its spirit- 
tai treasures a8 an appropriate of- 
fcring for the tempie about to be 
erected. ‘Lhe powers and facal- 
ties of the understanding co-ope- 
rate with those of the will, while 
they, in return, receive spiritual 
neurishment from the Lord,through 
the medium ofhisword. "Thus the 
servants of Hiram labeur with the 


gervants of Solomon, while Solo- 


mon supplies with food the house- 
hold of liram. 

But thisis notall. The enlight- 
ened mason, on entering this de- 
gree, is taught, further, that “the 
fainodom of Heaven, (which is es- 
tablished in the mind of every trae 
penitent) ¢s like unto a man that ts 
en householder, which went out ear- 
ty an the morning to hire labourers 
anto his wineyerd.” He is also 
made sensible that the household- 
er is no other than the Son of Da- 
wid ; the king of Israel ; the great 
re it ect of the spiritual temple ; ; 

the only wise God our Saviour ;’ 
the Lord Jrsus Curist, “whose 
yoke is easy and whose burden is 
light.” The candidate rejoices to 
perceive that he has been hired 
as a labourer in this spiritual vine- 
yar’, and that his reward will be 
proportioned (not to the length 
of time he has laboured) but to the 
fidelity with which he has _perfor- 
med his allotted duties. Under 
this assurance. he learns to be con- 
ten with that measure of the di- 
vine grace and mercy which is 
im} arted to him by his Heavenly 

Tather; because, in all such grace 
“a mercy, to whomsoever it is 
viven, there is contained an wnfint- 
ty of blessing ; and, therefore, he 
has no reason either to repine. at 
hie own Jot, or to envy that of 
another. . He, knows that it is im- 


pnossibie for’ any one to receive 
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| just and right; 


sequentiy, that every receiver hag 


_ reason to be fully contented with 


the promised recompense. “They 
received every man a penny.’ 

The young recipient of the 
spiritual mark is further taught, ia 
this degree, that those who. cher. 


ish humble and lowly opinions of J 


themseives, are exalted in the di- 
vine tavour and mercy, in exact 


proportion to their humility ; and - 
that they who cherish high ideas 
' of their own merits 


, and think to 
gain the highest place in Heaven, 
in the way of recompense for their 


_ goed works, are last and lowest in 
the divine estimation. 
he is 
“the first shall be last, and the 
last first.” 


In short, 
feel, that 


made sensibly to 


Finally, the Christian Mason is 
instructed by appropriate symbols, 
emblems, and correspondences, 
that the great householder calls 
on every man to turn from the evil 
of his ways, and do that which is 
to “cease to do 


| evil and learn to do well.’ For 


all who possess the scriptures, and 
_ thereby receive the knowledge of 
God in their understandings, are 
said to be called,and are very many; 
| but, alas! fem, comparatively, very 


| fem, so far obey the precepts of 


divine truth contaided in that sa- 
cred yolume, as to become regen- 
erated in heart and life; and .none 
but the regenerate will be, or can be 
chosen, as worthy and accepted 
members. of the-grand lodge above. 
The chosen, therefore, are those 
who receive the love of God in 
their wills, together with the truth 
of God ip their understandings ; 
for these are they whom God -al~ 
ways chooses as being in most 
agreement with the purities of his 
own love and mercy. But since 
this love of God, is a 
erowth than the knowledge of God, 
therefore it is truly said that “many 


are called, but few chesen.” 


a plant of rarer- 
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ADDRESS. 
y Amos KenpaLt. 

Concluded from page 63. 

-Thongh Masonry incuicates all 
oe moral duties and the worship 
fone God, yet it is not Religion. 
tdoes not profess to change the 
Meart and make at once a temple 
rom a ruin. But Masonry and Re- 
gion are sisters. Their origin 
»d object are the same. Both 
ame from God; both tend to make 
jen better; and both point to 
eaven as our final home. I do 
ot say that Masonry aione will 
prry us there; but he, who in 
eart and practice follows the true 
rinciples of Masonry, does all that 
san can do, to climb the mystic 
der, which spans from earth to 
yeaven. A renewed and puritied 
eart makes no man less a Mason; 
r it is the glorious prize for 
hich a true, practical Mason 
trives. Christianity, therefore, is 
ot at war with Masonry. On the 
mitrary, she is the kind angel, 
rhich takes the Mason where hu- 
yan efforts fail, and bears him on 
ings of love to that happy region 
br which, without. divine ‘assist- 
nce, he was vainly struggling. 
Neither a Mason’s nor a Chris- 
fan’s duties are confined to the dis- 
ipline of his own heart: They 
nge. abroad and mingle them- 
elves with all the relations of so- 
iety.. 1 have wondered that 
hristians, who are commanded to 
idee the tree by its fruit, have 
ften been found among the ene- 
nies and persecutors of Masonry. 
Noes pot this tree yield cood fruit ? 
disarms the bitterest personal 
nimosities, teaches forgiveness, 
d forbids revenge. Is not this 
ood fruit? It unites in one broth- 
rhood men of all nations and lan- 
ages. Is not this good fruit ? 
tuated by its pervading princi- 
les, at some mysterious sign or 
und,*arms have dropped from 
re hands of the most deadly na- 
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tional enemies on the field of bats 
tle, and those who were ready to 
pierce each other's bosoms, havé 
embraced like brothers. is not 
ihis good fruit? It fills the heart 
of ‘the pennyless stranger with 
gladness, wipes the widow’s tear 
and relieves the needy orphan. I6 
not this good fruit?’ Why, there 
fore, would some good men and 
Christians cut it down as a barred 
fig tree? But we are often told 
that many Masons lead immoral 
lives. With sorrow and shame we 
acknowledge the justice of this 
charge. Too many forget the sub- 
lime principles they have been 
taught and the solemn obligations 
they have incurred: But their vi- 
ces are not the fruit of Masonry; 
they aré noxious weeds, which she 
has not succeeded in exterminating. 
They shoot up spontaneously in 
the human heart, and: not a Ma- 
son’s nor a Christian’s power can 
destroy the latent seeds. Germin- 
ate they will, and all we can do is 
to nip the rank shoots .and thus 
prevent their luxuriance from 
overshadowing -. virtue’s nobler. 
plants. Judged by the standard of 
pure morality, what seciety, nay, 
what man, can stand the test ? 
Wonld it not be disingenuous and 
unjust to condemn Christianity be- 
cause a single professor or even a 
whole church deviate from its pure 
principles? If Christianity, which 


changes the heart, cannot.extinguish 


vicious propensities and stop im- 
moral practices, who can expect 
that grand result from Masorryy 
which merely professes to discé- 
pline the heart? He, who would 
suppress Masonry or Christianity, 
because vice sometimes rears his 
hated front within their sacred 
pale, would extinguish the sun. the 
source of light and heat. and plunge 
the world in darkness and death; 
because noxiops vapors sometimes 
float on his heams! Judee no ink 


stitution by the practices of 
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6? *., ; * ai aft 24° 4 e . 
werkt meinbers. If iis principles » herself with teaching this gran 


be good, instead of obscuring its 
beneiicent beams in eternal night, 
let us drain those stagnant pools of 
vice whence its influence extracts 
poison and pestilence. Let it shine 
upon the uncontaminated surface 
of cur hearts, whence will spring 
up, in beautiful iuxuriance, the 
plants of Faith, Hope, aad Charity, 
yielding immortal fruit. 

My brethren, thivk not that you 
Have performed alt your Masoni¢ 
duties merely by a regular attend- 
unee uper the meetings and labers 
of the lodge by complying with all 
its requisitions, or even by an in- 
timate acquaintance with all the 
mysteries of our order, ‘Fhese 
are the body of Masonry; but what 
is a body without a soul? Look 
at our implements, our ornaments, 
our parades, and our days of fes- 
tivity—-what are they? Nothing 
—unless thonghtfully impreved, 
worse than nothing. All these 
have their moral. There is not 
an implement or ornament in our 
lodge ; there is not an emblem 
painted on our aprons; there is 
not an incident or ceremony in all 
our discipline, which does not 
point inwardly or upwardly. They 
remind us of our origin, our du- 
tics, and our destiny. They re- 
mind us that there is an All-secing 
Eye above, which measures all our 
actions by the square of justice. 
They teach us to have faith in the 
Ruler of the Universe, and to look 
to him as our’ father, our friend, 
and our protector. Every where, 
and at all times, appeals to the 
Omniscient Mind, and reliance up- 
on the Omnipotent Arm are rec- 
ommended by the principles of our 
order, and will make us happier 
and better men. With proper 


eonceptions of the power, the jus- 
tice, and the goodness of Deity, it 
is impossible for a man to be a 
bad husband, father, friend, neigh- 
Bor. or citizen. 

Yet, Masonry does net con.ent 
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principle, with erecting this maj, 
piliar in the Masonic edifice. |, 
separate lessons and in a thousand 
ways, she inculcates all the socig 
duties: Submission to lawful ayl 
thority, universal charity, truth 
and justice, in ail our intercourg 
with our fellow men, are precepy 
taught with peculiar care. Ws 
are particularly instructed, tha 
Industry is the mother of many 
virtues, and that Masons should no 
live as drenes in the hive of soci. 
ety. See you not among our e 
blems the beehive, that little ip. 
dustrious community, whose lav 
punish idleness with death? Ma. 
senry presents this as an example 
and inculcates the just maxim, that 
“of one will not work, neither shall 
he eat,” Have we no drones among 
us? Are there not Masons, whe 
live without any occupation, feast 
ing luxuriously on the honey, 
which others have gathered, and 
preparing to leave families de 
graded by their idleness and co 
rupted by their example, to thd 
charities of their brethren and the 
world? However good Mason 
such men may bein theory, the; 
are no Masons in praetice. “le 
the sweat of thy face shalt thou 
eat bread,” was the dreadful curse 
which the Great Creator prorour 
ced on fallen man; and he, wh 
attempts to evade this inevitabie 
doom, does injustice to man ‘and 
defies his Maker. Who riots i 
sumptuous living, and gluts his ay 
petite on the unpaid for fruits of 
other men’s labor? Vain man ant 
false Mason, think you to escape 
unpunished? ‘Fhink you not that 
he, who has bowed to earth ani 
wrestled with the elods, to draw 
thence the luxuries‘on which you 
feast, will not soon raise Ris ha 
dened palms and sun-burnt face t 


heaven, to call down vengeance om 


your fraud and injustice? The 
are among men, butterflies 













y wings, robbed from the tn- 





aye been Crawling worms, and 






nes more detestable. 

My brethren, i hope there are 
» drones among us. | hope that 
ch of us has an honest and use- 
| occupation, which we fuithfal- 
pursue, or stores of wealth which 
ader personal exertion and labor 
necessary. But for the good of 











4, it would be well to avoid the 
mearanee of idleness. If it be not 


fmecessary that we labor with our 
than hands or direct any business 
shale. our own support, we may at 
‘Ong mast draw designs for others, and 
Whol: cease to do good when we 
-astHase to labor. But O, be not idle 
hey, The idle man’s mind is the dev- 
anda: Trestle-Beard, on which he 
am ichts to draw designs the mest 
0 







aptivating and yet the most nox- 
"Bbus, the most alluring to the sen- 
es and passions of man, aud yet 
e most fatal to Masonry and vir- 
ie. Idleness and virtue are in- 
ompatible—so, in a great degree, 
e industry and vice. 

srethren, there is no vice more 
asily contracted, more difficult to 
oquer, or more fatal to all the 
obler parts of man, than Intem- 
erance. It would seem, that the 
rand enemy of our race could not 
ave invented a more effectual 
eapon to extirpate from the hnu- 
tan bosom all propensity to good- 
ess, and present man as a being, 
graded and lost beyond redemp- 
on. Fenced round with temper- 
te habits, many virtues flourish 
the human heart, yielding the 
uits of peace and joy. But the 
aaddening draught breaks down 
Beery. barrier, which Philosophy, 
fasonry, or Religion erects, lets 
every loathsome and destructive 
ice, and doubly ruins ruined man. 
eaven has placed reason in th: 
tchtower of ihe human frame, 
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{| as the wakeful sentinel to guanth 
strious bee, who ought yet to 


~e now in all their splendor ten } 


ankind and the honor of our or- j 


the avenues of our souls and repel. 
the inroads of appetite and passion. 
But he, who takes the intoxicating 
cap, stabs this faithful sentinel, 
throws open the citadek: of hig 
heart, and yields himself a willing 
victim to the enemies of his nas 
ture. How did Alexander weep 
over his murdered friend, whom, 
in a drunken, furious moment, he 
had stabbed? How does every ine 
temperate man mourn over the 
follies, the vices, and the crimes, 
into the commission of which, this 
habit leads him? Whether we 
regard it as reducing the man of 
sense to the simplicity of a child, 
| or rousing the peacelul citizen to 
the fury of a madman, or casting 
God's image, a senseless beast, ine 
to the grovelling dirt, this vice fs 
every way loathsome and detesta. 
ble. How can man respect or wa 
man love a drunkard, a-lrute so 
lost? What regard can he have 
for wife, children, friends, or coun- 
try? In sober moments, must he 
not look with utter loathing, ever 
| on hiunself, and be acutely cone 
| scious, that he does not deserye 
} the respect, protection, or society 
of men? 

Masonry condemns this vice in 
the severest terms. Its practice 
is hostile to all her principles, 
and utterly presteates all her be- 
| nign influences. Her gentle ad 
monitions are drowned in the noise 
of a debauch, and she ceases fa 
reason with the intoxicated mad- 
man. ‘T'o attempt to excite a sense 
of virtue and decency among cup 
is as vain as attempting to drown 
the rattling thunder with the mue 
sic of the Inte. Masons should 
avoid this vice as a deadly enemy. 
Its approaches are artful and insid- 
|ious. There isa kind of gentice 
| manly drunkenness, which somes 
|times presents us the silly, good 

natured shadows of respectaie cit- 
i ‘zeng walking our strecis, halk 
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Peasts and half men—beasts, with 
the power oi apeech! Is there any 
thing great, good, or honorabie in 
this? {| pity degraded reason when 
isee it thus, and wish from my 
heart, that the bodies from which 
it is so nearly expelled, might, for 
a ume, assume the hoois and hair 
of that quadruped, to which their 
minds are so analogous. How can 


a man thus degrade himself, as if 


there were pleasure or honor in 
playing the bpate ! Masons, who 
do it repeatedly and habitually, 
show little respect for the princi- 
pies they profess, and prove them- 
seives unworthy of our order, 

Not second to this vice, is the 
practice of profanity. For using 
the name of Deity on eyery trivial 


occasion, there is no excuse. If 


the profane man disbelieve the ex- 
istence of a God, how ridiculous it 
is io swear by his name! If he 
believe it, how horrible is his 
erime! ‘The Mason has not the 
paltry apology of the Atheist, and 
cannot shieid himself from crimin- 
ality, under the poor plea that he 
has merely been ridiculous; for in 
becoming a Mason, he solemnly 
acknowledges his belief in the ex- 
istence of a Deity. That very 
book, which he has adopted as the 
rule of his faith, tells him in Sinai’s 
thunders, “‘thow shalt not take the 
grame of the Lord thy God in vain ;” 
and‘in the Christian dispensation, 
it says fo him in milder tones, 
“swear not at all.” 


these injunctions from his own 
mouth, how can a Mason be pro- 
fine! When he looks round and 
eves all nature, in the spirit of har- 
mony and benevolence, from her 
hills and dales, in her winds and 
clouds. from her sun, planets and 
sinrs. shout a Ged, a God, how can 
he wse that sacred name, which 
oucht never to be uttered but with 
Jove and reverence, to give bitter- 
yyess to angry curses, or add im- 
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With the ad- | 
mission that God exists, and with. 
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portance te the most trivial 
mack? It some Masons lel; 
what they profess, how thoughtig 
or how heaven-daring is their cq 
duct! If, without thinking of , 
Great Supreme, they use his saci 
name, they are criminally thougi 
less ; and if they do think of ti 
they are bidding Heaven defiany 
and attempting to hurl back the th 
derér’s bolt! The Bible tells , 
that “‘ for every idle word, God wi 
bring us into judgement.” W); 
then will be tke fate of those wi 
wilfully and perseveringly use 
word infinitely worse than idie 
My brethren, if any pf you are aff 
dicted to this vice, it is your du 
instantly to abandon it. Eve 
time you needlessly utter the nam 
of God. you violate the principle 
of Masonry, and break a direg 
command of God himself. 
Masonry is not confined to thing 
present, nor from man only doe 
she look fora rewaad. The hap 
| piest life is often chequered wii 
eood and evil, and an unjust wor! 
sometimes covers the most virt 
ous actions with infamy. But M: 
sons should not be influenced | 
the plaudits or the censures of 
moment. It is painful to a goc 
heart to bear the scorn of ma 
kind; but what is that to the pang 
ofguilt? Ifa virtuous action bri 
censure and a vicious one prais 
_which should a good Mason or 
. good man choose? What is cen 








| sure to a pure heart? It may giv 
| pain; but it cannot kindle the con 
' suming fire of self-condemnatioi 
What is praise to a guilty soul 
It is oil poured upon glowing coal 
But rewards and punishments ar 
|.not equal here, and Masonry 

| well as Religion points us to anoth 
| er world, where all shall receiv 
| strict justice, tempered only wil 
mercy to the repenting soul. |! 
shews us a ladder spanning wil! 
the rounds of Faith, Hope, an 





} Charity, fram earth tp heaves 
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_ what a sleep is that! 


Sher having mounted that ladder, 
when Faith is lost in sight, Hope 
js swallowed up in fruition, and 
Charity alone remains, it is then 
and there, the perfect Mason finds 
the reward of ail his toils and suf- 
ferings. You have participated in 
a Masonic funeral. You have 
thrown sprigs of evergreen into 
the grave of a deceased brother. 
Did those sprigs inculcate no les- 
son? Did the aet of casting them 
$ito the narrow mansion, seem as 


indifferent to you as the rattling of 
the clods upen the coffin? No; if 


yeu thought as a Mason, it was the 
evidence of your hope that our de- 


ceased brother was not left there. 


to rot, but was then flourishing an 
wnmortal evergreen On the moun- 
tains of eternal light, beneath a 
sky whose sun-beams are love, and 
whose showers are charity. 

It is solemn to be the actors in 
such a scene; but what is. that to 
being its object? Each one of us, 
my brethren, must be stretched in 
the black coffin, lifeless and pale, 
and yonder sun’s light -shut out 
from us forever. We must be 
borne to the grave and let down 
by others’ hands into the damp- 
narrow mansion. Sprigs of ever, 
green, wet with aflection’s tears, 
will drop around us, and clods will 
rattle on our coffins, as if knocking 
at death’s door to welcome a re- 
turned brother clod. Nothing but 
a pile of earth will witness where 
we are, and in a few revoiving 
years even that will sink, and men 
with careless foot will tread above 
our heads, unconscious that a fel- 
low mortal sleeps below. Ah, 
How dread- 
ful, how mysterious, and how long! 
When shall we awake? how will 
this world then loek? and what 
will be our destiny? To prepare 


for these scenes is the business of 


life. Our residence on earth is 


but a pilgrimage, which we are 


directed te make, 
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Mussulman’s to visit and decorate: 
the senseless marbie, which cone 
} tains the ashes of a deceased prophe 
et; but to discipline our own 
hearts, and scatter joy and happi- 
‘ness through the whole extent of 


our journey. 

My brethren, forms are impo 
lant because they cover substance; 
but while we observe the forms 
let us not forget the substance of 
Masonry. Our principles ieach va 
to forgive injuries and liye as 
brothers, admonishing each other 


| with mildness, and correcting eacls 


others’ fauits with charity. Are 
these duties performed? Can we 
receive every Mason asa brother® 
Can we forgive all injuries, bury 
revenge, extinguish hatred, and do 
good to him, who has injured us? 
Aias! how obstinate is the heart 
of man! how unwilling to submit 
to those rules, the exceilence and 
justice of waich’ it readily ack- 
nowledges; how ready to rebe} 
against the dictates of reason and 
philosophy, and the injunctions of 
Masonry and Religion! But it be- 
comes us to struggle with our evil 
propensities, check every uaruly 
passion that invades our hearts, 
and endeavor to bear about us that 
serenity of mind, which pervades 
heaven. ‘Then will the performs 
ance of every duty be accompanied 
with a foretaste of our celestial re- 
ward.— Then, resting on Hepe's 
firm anchor and spreading the 
wings of laith, we may hail Death 
as a kind angel, who cuts the cords 
that bind us to life’s torturing rack, 
and soar above the starry canopy, 
where the bright gates of the co- 
lestial temple wide unfolding, wid 
receive us into the blissful pres. 
ence of our Lternal Grand Master, 


He that keepeth his mon‘), 
keepeth his life: but he that opens 
eth wide his lips shali have des, 
trucuica, 











fore Jéount Vernon Loage in 

Woshingion, \ WN. HH) ai the Festi 

val of St John the Baptist, on 

the twenty-jourth of June, 4. L. 

6824. by Companion Doxruvs 

SKINNER. 

Wasninctox, JuLy 8th, 5824, 
Pear Sir, 

We, the undersigned, are au- 
thorised and directed, in behalf of 
Biount Vernon Lodge, to tender 
you their warmest gratitude for 
your appropriate, evangelical, and 
truly masonic Discourse, deliver- 
ed before them at the Festival, on 
the Anniversary of St. John ‘the 
Baptist, and to request a copy of 
the same for the press, 

Respectfully yours, 
LEMUEL WILLIS, Com 
DAVID FARNSWORTH, ) mit- 
JOSEPH HULL, tee. 

Dotrnus SKINNER. 


Lanopos, Jutv 9th, 5824. 
Brethren, 

The thanks of the fraternity of 
Mount Vernon Lodge, presented 
by their yery respectable commit- 
tee, is a mark of your and their 
approbation, for which | feel truly 

reteful; and their request is 
cheertully granted, by submittig to 
their charity and candor, this copy, 
with its numerous imperfections, 
(which was prepared in haste, and 
without the expectation of its go- 
ing to the press,) for publication. 

Respectfully and 
fraternally yours, 
DOLPHUS SKINNER. 
LEMUEL WILLIS, Com- 
DAVID FARNSWORTH, } mit- 
JOSEPH HULL, tee. 
Companiona, 
Brethren, and Friends, 

This joyous, this auspicious day, 
commemorates the nativity of 
an émvable, distinguished and exen.- 


_plory patron of our holy order. 
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~f Measonick Diseourse, delivered be- 


This day, sacred te every Ma 
sacred to every Christian, we are. 
assembled to celebrate the delight. 
fui event of the birth of St. John 
the Baptist, the harbinger of the 
great Sun of Righteousness, the 
voice of one erying in the wilder. 
ness, ** Prepare ye the way of the 
Lord, and make his paths straight;” 
who was to open the windows of 
heaven, and prepare the way for 
a flood of light to pour upon the 
moral world. Welcome, thrice 
welcome the joyful occasion. 

Hail, thou hallowed genius of 
Free Masonry! Hail, thousacred, 
auspicious, great, and glorious 
day! long to be had in dear re- 
membrance by every true lover of 
wisdom—by every admirer of light 
and of order. 

This day, when first the infant. 
Saint was ushered from the uncon- 
scious slumbers of dark embryo, to 
be a “bright and a shining light 
in the world,” heaven beheld him 
with delighted complacency, and 
encircled his infancy, childhood, 
and youth, in the arms of an afiec- 
tionate and merciful Providence. 

Under the benign auspices of 
heaven, his noble soul expanded, 
till the fire of divine love filled 
his heart with benevolence te 
mankind, and on the theatre of I[s- 
rael, his eloquence burst like a 
torrent from his lips, and prostrae 
ted the opposition that was raised 
by his enemies. 

Divine masonry beheld his ene 
trance on the stage of public ace 
tion with exulting pride, while he 
preached like a man, like a masony 
and like a chréstian. The thune 
ders of his eloquent and pathetia 
divinity roared through the wil 
derness of Judea, and the vivid. 
lightnings of divine truth flashed 
upon those benighfed parts of the 
world, where “darkness had cove* 


ered the land, and gross darknes¢ 
the people.” 


Well may we, thea, my Pret 




































zen and Companions, assemble to- 
geilier ths Gay ior a purpose so 
povie a8 that of ceieLrating ‘the 
pativity of so distinguished a saint 
as John the Baptist. 

The foliowing passage of sa- 
cred Scripture is selected for con- 
sideration on this delightful occa- 
sion. 

‘Let your light so shine before 
wcn, that they may see your good 


works and glorify your Father which 


as in heaven.” 

Light, whether natural or mor- 
al, is the precious, the glorious, 
yea, the inestimabie gift of heav- 
en. Blessed are those eyes that 
see it, and thrice blessed and hap- 

y are those that “*walk as the 
children of light.” 

The Supreme Architect of the 
universe, and Sovreign Disposer 
of all events, is calied in Scripture, 
“The Father of Lights.” — It was 
his omnifiic word that said in the 
beginning, “ Let‘there be light;” 
and an instantaneous flash of light 
shone with resplendent glory 
around the illuminated and rejoi- 
cing world. He is the primary 
source of light, life, and glory, 
from whence originally proceed 
all the lesser lights in the uni- 
verse. 

When the Deity created man, 
He was pleased to create him a 
rational, a moral, and a social be- 
ing, susceptible of beholding and 
contemplating on the beauty, the 
symmetry, and the order of the 
works of creation; of receiving 
light and moral instruction there- 
from; of elevating his mind to 
the supreme Source of all perfec- 
tion; thereby fitting him for more 
.8ublime enjoyment than this world 
ean afford; and raising him to the 
celestial Paradise of God. 

The better to accomplish this 
*noble and glorious purpose,” He 
implanted :n man the priociples 
ef association at the commence 
ment of his existence. 

‘Without the socia) ties af kip 
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dred nature fhat bind mar t hie 
feilow-man, our condition wouid be 
no beiter, ay, it would be werse 
than thai of ihe brutal creaiion. 
In vain fof man mirht nature 
spread out ali her ravishing charms 
—ain vain for him the earth might 
teem with richest fruits, and tiowe 
ers of indiscriptive beauty—in 
vain the animal tribes might sport 
around him, and pay their homage 
at his feet—in vain for him might 
all creation proffer the amplitude 
of her munificence in all her rich- 
est vestments ciad, and invite him 
to share her Lountics, if denied 
the blessing of ‘society, friendship, 
and love.” Without the principle 
of association, mankind could not 
harmonize together; nor could 
they benefit each other by mutue 
ally giving and receiving light 
and insiruction en moral subjects, 

Numerous have been the sociee 
ties, associations,-and institutic 
organized in the world at dificreng 
times, and in different places and 
nations, for the advancement of 
ight pnd knowledge, and the ine 
crease of happiness among mane 
kind. [ut oi all the societies and 
institutions that have ever existed 
in the world, that of masonry, tha 
most ancient and honorable, as 
well as the most noble and glori- 
ous of them all, (Christianity only 
excepted,) demands our more para= 
ticular consideration at this time 

I propose, in discoursing from 
the words of my text, in the first 
place, to bring into view some of 
the principles of masonry, and the 
light that masons profess to have 
received; and, 

Secondly, to enforee the injunc+ 
tion of my text: “Let your light 
so shine before men that they may 
see your good works, and giorify 
your father which is in heayen.” 

Masonry, as to its antiquity, 
may with truth be said to be the 
most ancient of all institutions now 
in existence, Indeed, its pringim 
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‘ples have existed ever since the 
commencement of time, the crea- 
tion of the world. ‘The wisdom, 
strength, and beauty displayed in 
the contrivance, execution, and 
adorning of creation, show that 
the Divine Architect bas observed 
Geometrical or Masonic order in 
the accomplishment of his de- 
signs. 
But the institution, as a society, 
or association of men, was not or- 


ganized until the days of Solomon, 


the wise king of Israel. Although 
the principles, the arts, and the 
eciences, of Masonry were cultiva- 
ted and cherished by the patri- 
archs, prophets, and wise men, 
long before the days of Solemon, 

et the honor of organizing the 
institution, and of being the first 
Grand Master, was reserved for 
him. His was first the honor of 
arranging one hundred and fifty- 
three thousand three hundred men, 
in Masonic order, by those feelings 
of friendship and brotherly love, 
which inspired their breasts while 
they were engaged in building 
the temple, so that neither envy 
nor discord disturbed their peace 
and tranquillity. 

Since that time our sacred art 
has increased and flourished in the 
world beyond all other institutions, 
and will undoubtedly continue to 
flourish unto the end of time. 
Other societies have arisen and 
fallen, with a transient gleam of 
glory have they shone; like the 
sudden blaze of a comet that darts 
a momentary splendour through 
the skies, and, on a sudden, disap- 
pears. While states and nations 
bave been disorganized and over- 
thrown before the rapid march of 
ambition; and empires have sunk 
at the nod of the mighty conquer- 
er; while the devastating floods cf 
time have rolled their desolatine 
waves over the proudest mon 
ments of human art, and the mos! 
splendid trephies of heroic a- 
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chievement, and they have sony 
into obiivion; and eyen the spiep. 
did tempie oi Soiomon, that once 
towered above the efioris of hy 
man ’kill, and was the fabrick of 
years of labour, the pride of 
kings, the giory of nations, and 
the admiration of the world, has 
not escaped the unsparing ravages 
of time; our noble fabric, devine 
masonry, still survives, the relic of 
antiquity, bleached with the hoary 
frost of time, yet blooming in vizs 
orous and immortal youth, bidding 
defiance to dissolution or the ravas 
ges of age, and dispensing her§ 
light and. glory on pumberies 
successive gererations of her wors 
thy sons and patrons,. For mason- 
ry is founded:on the sure founda- 
tion, the Rock of eternal ages, 
the tried corner stone; and the 
gates Of hell can never prevail 
against it. ‘The fabrick of Free 
Masonry is founded on virtue—cee 
mented with love—tends to pers 
fection—is crowned with glory! 

Masonry has for its object the 
emendation, improvement, and 
amelioration of mankind. As a 
moral institution, it is without a 
parallel for excellence. It is sec. 
ond to none but Christianity, for 
Religion. Indeed it has the same 
object in view that the christian 
religion has:: and may with pro: 
priety be called the obedient hand 
maid, the humble auxiliary, the 
subsidary of Christianity. 

Though its enemies often revile 
and scoff at masonry, and say it, is 
the dark plot of villany, where in- 
iquity is matured, and the secret 
arts of magic and necromancy 
practiced: and that it is an enemy 
to all refigion: yet every worthy, 
every honest, every faithful crafié- 
man will bear me witness to the 
‘lsity of the assertion; and with 
sis dving lips will testify, in fa- | 
vor of the institution, that mason 
ry is divine, 


To you, who revile and scoff a 
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Masonry, 1 say, Fake heed to | 


your sieps ; beware how ye speak ; 

the ground on which yoda tread, 
may be holy. in Be accusations 
against masonry, | impeach you in 
the name of the wisest of men, 
whese ashes now rests in the 
mouldering urn. 1 impeach you 
jn the name oi that Saint whose 
nativity we this day commemo- 
rate. Yea, !l impeach you in the 
name of that God and that religion 
in whose service, it is my .delight 
as weil as my honor to be employ- 
ad. 

It is weil known to every free 
and accepted Mason, that we ac- 
knowledge the Holy Bible as tle 

reat iight of masonry; that on 
the bended knee at our sacred al- 
tar, we receive it as the rule and 
guide to our faith, whose luminous 
pages are to light our pathway to 
heaven, and conduct us, while we 
walk io its light, to the reaims of 
beatific joy on high. While we 
allow to each brother, the privilege 
of judging for himself respecting 
its various and giorious dectrines, 
and of modelling his faith according 
to his own conscience, and thus 
unite, and conciliate true frien@- 
ship between men of the most dif- 
ferent religious creeds and senti- 
ments, yet we all alike believe 
in the cne Supreme and superla- 
tively glorious Being who is its 
Author. The bold Atheist can 
never tread our hallowed courts. 








The willing infidel, the professed | 


libertine, or the vile scofler at re- 
ligion, finds no retreat with us. 

it may further be observed that. 
masons, instead of being enemies 
to the Bible and religion, have 
been the humble instruments in 
the hand of God, of preserving 
from the devouring flames of Je- 
rusalem at its destruction by the 
Babylonians, the Pentateuch of 


Moses. 


Every Companion who has beei 











exalted to the sublimely gleriouw 
degree of hoya, AncH Mascon 
‘Wigs has been admitiead within the 


inner veii oi our sacred retreat— 


seen the “king in his ‘beauty”— 
beheid the rod of Aaron budding 
to blossom—tasted of the hidden 
manna of divine bounty—and seem 
the Ark, the sacred Ark of the 
covenant, that contained “the law 
and the testimony,” borne along 
from the ruins with rejoicing, is 
satisiied perhaps, beyond a dcubt, 


that itis to masons the worid is 


indebted for the preservation of 
the Pentateuch; that, at the buihe 
ding of the second tempie, it was 
dug from.under the ruins of the 


jfirst by Ezra, Zerubabel, Nehemi- 


ah, (three distinguished Royal 
Arch Masons, and the founders of 
the degree,) and their associate 


‘companions, where it had beer 


buried by masons previous to the 
burning of the temple ; ta 
the real mason wiil never be 

reviler of the Bible, nor a te 
at Retigion, nor a persecutcr of 


.others, thongh he may someiimes 


be persecuted. 

As to politics, masonry inter 
feres not with state affairs; has 
nothing to do with government or 
laws, except in enacting her owm 
laws, and governing her own sons. 
She never allows her sons to be 
engaged in conspiracies 01 insure 


,rections against government, but 


reguires them to be obedient subs» 


jects to the respective laws and 


rulers under which it is their for 
tune to live. She asks no honore 
from the state, no distinctions im 
courts of the mighty, no laurels 
in the field of battle, no adulation 
from the proud, no flattery from 
the gay. Though her giory is 
like the meridian Sun, and her 
beauty like the rising moon, yek 
her’s is the spirit of modest y und 
meekness itself. 
(To be continued.) 
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NOPICE. 
% is not probable that the Cas- 
Met will be continued more than 
By) complete this volume; and the 
MB ublisher wishing to render the 
bork as interesting as possible, con- 
gudes it best to publish it occasion- 
ally, as he may receive matter; but 
y a8 to have it completed in the 
gurse Of the year 1825; and as 
the engagements of the editor are 
such, that he cannot pay that at- 
iention to the work for a few 
months, that it deserves; the 
pext number will be postponed un- 
tii) March or April next. 

Patrons of the Casket are ear- 
nestly requested to send such in- 
formation, during its publication, 
as shall’ be interesting to the fra- 
ternity. E. Case. 








DIED, 


In Lebanon N. H. Oct. 19th, | 


James Ralston Esq. a native of 
Scotland, aged 53 years He 
was for many years a resident in 
that town,—a respectable mer- 


- ~ 


"9 
“chant, an@ kichly valued citizes 





He was of the order of Knights 
Templars. His remains were in- 
terred with masonic honors, and @ 
discourse was delivered on the oc- 
casion by companion E. Chase, 
from 2 Cor. 5. 1. 
Fb —— ——___] 
A PRAYER SUITABLE TO BE USED aD 
OPENING A LODGE. 

Most holy, most glorious, and 

ever to be adored, Lord, God All 


mighty; thou great Architect of 


the Universe, thou giver of all 
good gifts and graces; who hast 
promised thy presence where twe 
or three are gathered together ia 
thy name; we would most humbly’. 
beseech thee, to bless us in our lax 
bours, and all undertakings that 
are agreeable te thy holy willy 
and to grant us wisdom and strength, 
that we may in all things, be en- 
abled to discharge our duty te 
thee, to each other, and to the 
whole human family ; and that al? 
our actions may tend to thy glory, 
and our advancement in knowle 
edge, andin virtue. So mote it be, 





ORIGNAL ODE. 
Tune—Anacreon in Heaven. 
1 'n the gay gilded east, where the sun’s morning rays 
Disperse the dark mists that hang over the ocean— 


Where the Grand Architect so divinely displays, 


In his pleasure or vengeance, its peace or commotion— 
There the great triwne light, 


Which:our heart-strings unite, 
Effulgently burst through the chaos of night. 
T'was a gleam from the fountain of Wisdom and Love— 
From the star-circled throne of the Grand Lodge above. 


2 ’T was there that the temple cf Wisdom was built, 
And Masonry shone in its beauty and splendor— 
And there the vile ruffians of murder and guilt 
Too weil knew the justice, which Wisdom could render 











Then the ashler was squar’d,. 


And the cedar prepar’d, 
And a temple to God in its splendor was rear’d = 






*P was an union of soul, and an union of thoughe, : 
And the “sound of tie hammer was heard not throughout® 





8 Now bail to the great king of Wisdom and Truth, 
~ "The most brilliant star in our trio 1 untoni— 
And the Son of the Widow—the Tyrian youth— 
Whose mem’ry we toast’ _—: frequent communiony 
Let us drop a fond tea. | 
: O*er our Grand Master’s bier, : 
For long to our souls shall his mem’ry be dears 
And oft as the veice of our mourning we raise, 
The Sanctum Sanctorum sha!l send forth his praises 


#4 But brethren, though ruffians our pathway beset, 
’ As friendless and lone through the cold world we travel, 
We must never the pass-word ef Virtue forget, 7 
Nor the tools of our order, the guage, Square, and gavel. 
Let our motto still be, 
“Faith, Hope, Charity,” 
And our sesinn bahar and ever be free. 
The flowret shall grow, and the Cassia shall bloom, 
And deck with their verdure our Grand Master’s tom. 


5% To St. John, in the fulness and strength of each hearty * 
Let the sound of our praise rise in fervent devotions 
A Christian—a patron, a friend of eur art— , 

Now far, far away from the world’s vile commotiom’ 
Let the Wardens proclaim 

_  Qur kind patron’s name, 

And the halls of the Temple re-echo his fame # 

For long as the turbulent ocean-wave rolls, 

His mem’ry still warmer shall glow in our souls. 


6 O, blest be that spirit of brotherly love, 

Which binds us together in peace and affection; 
And when the last trump shall have sounded abovéy 
May the arm of Omnpotence lend us protection 

Be the plumb-line our guide ; 

3v the square we'll be tried, 
And if worthy shall sit at our Grand Master's side i 
‘Then that which was lost. we shall once more regain~ 
Aad the Word shall shine forth in its lustre again. | 
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